
óBig scienceô for a small planet

New opportunities for science-industry 

collaboration

Andy Shaw

Director of Knowledge Exchange

National Centre for Earth Observation

BERR Conference Centre

21 May 2009



ñSociety is relying on science for answers to the 

most complex and daunting environmental 

challenges facing the planet. The National Centre 

for Earth Observation will channel and focus the 

UKôs considerable expertise in this area.ò

Lord Paul Drayson

UK Science Minister

Challenge



Impact

ñIt is critical that the research community provides 

governments with the most accurate and timely 

information on the global environment and how it 

is changing. The National Centre for Earth 

Observation will play a central role in this 

knowledge exchange.ò

Professor Alan Thorpe 

Chief Executive 

Natural Environment Research Council
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Economic opportunity?

ÅCase4Space - $1.3Bn global turnover 

(2003/04)

ÅPwC ï~ú35Bn socio-economic benefits 

derived from GMES by 2030

ÅCSIS ïEO generates ~$170Bn economic 

activity per annum
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